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administered such justice in the locality as were not in
private hands, and was the duke's general executive agent.
While there was some tendency in the office to become
hereditary, the dukes were always strong enough to keep
the vicomte an official.1 There must have been forest
officials, for the forests, that is, the districts reserved for
the duke's hunting, were extensive. There were forest
pleas, and offences committed in the forest and breaches
of the forest law seem to have been punished with special
severity. In all Norman courts crime was probably dealt
with more rigorously than in England; there was more
corporal punishment and less composition by fine. Also
the Truce of God,2 introduced early in the Conqueror's
reign, existed in Normandy for the same reason that it
did elsewhere on the continent, the mitigation of private
warfare; but the stern rule of the dukes made it less ne-
cessary than in most other places. Yet William favoured
it, for it worked with his own policy, the maintenance of
public order.
The church in Normandy, in the separation of its organi-
sation from that of the state and in its close relations with
Rome, differed from the Anglo-Saxon church as the whole
continental church did. Yet there were some special con-
ditions in the Norman church. It embodied in a marked
degree the great reform movement that had begun at
Cluny and the monastery of Bee was a sort of northwestern
outpost of Cluniac influence. But while there was much
in the general Cluniac movement which tended to make
the church the rival or superior of the state, this side was
rigidly suppressed by the dukes in Normandy. As it
1 There were surely resemblances between the Norman vicomte and the
Anglo-Saxon sheriff.   Haskins remarks, "Whether the Norman vicecomes
contributed anything more than his name to the Anglo-Saxon sheriff, is a
question to which no satisfactory answer can be given until we know
more of the functions of both officials."   Norman Institutions, p. 46.   Vice-
comes was the word used after the Conquest to translate sheriff into Latin.
It was the Latin word for vicomte.
2 The church attempted ^ to make the period from Thursday night to
Monday morning one in which there should be no righting, a time of truce.
This part of the week was chosen in remembrance of Christ's sufferings and
resurrection